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| Lately under the 


PASTORAL CARE 


of the RnvenenD 


Mr. Samuel Pomfret. 


Chriſtian Friends, 
R HATEVER 7 may y have had of 


Vanity dard that any 
thing of mine might be of Ser- 


* 


am now very much, F no! perfettly, 


Neceſhty than Inclination, 
A 2 When 


8 


ts 2 5 8 


dice Dae Publick, I can aſſure you, I 


cured 0 if 1 it ; and that, what does thus 
appear m View, has been more from 
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When Twas earneſtly deſir dto preach 
a Sermon on the Death of my good 
Brother and old Acquaintance the R ede. 

Mr. Hocker, who lately officiated a- 
mong you in Quality of an Aſſiſtant; J 
thought it my Duty to chuſe a Subject 
whyeh-might-grue qe Qeeaſtonte ſayfuch 
Things as would J. Proper th affect tyou 
with a Senſe of your Loſs, and to han- 
ale it in ſuch a plain and familiar Way, 
as would be. ſuitable tothe og Part 


of the Authence. It plea ed Gob thro 
His Bleſſing, to favour my Endeavours 
ſo far in your Acceptance, that upon 
the" repeated. $iroke of his Provigence 
in the Death of your Reverend Paſtor, 
(which followed ſoon after) I was ap- 
| fpiyd to again, and much beſotight by 
his Relations, and ſeveral of ou his 
Friends, to perform the ſame Office for 
Him, hat I had done for the other. 

[I was conſcio, that a Perſon of his 
#oted P1TY AND ZEAL, did deſerve One 
M a ſuperior Genius 10 engage in /0 
difficult a Tust; and that there were 


others far more capable of performing 


WW. 


i than my ſelf, PL of whom I 
nam d. Thi cauſed in me a Reluftance 
and Backwardneſs, that was almoſt In- 
vincible. But after Attempts had been 
in vain uſed with a Brother, (deſerved- 
h reſpected and much honoured by me) 
= who was in no Condition to do it * 
5 = Indiſpoſition of Body, which then 
| lay heavy upon him; your Importunity 
F eh me was fuch, as would admit 0 f 
in Denial. 
The principal Con ene that af- 
? | ter many Thoughts, conquer d my Back- 
8 wardneſs and even forc'd me into a Com- 
; I phance with your preſſing Deſires, was, 
© that I knew not how ] could anfiver it to 
| the Challenges of my own Mind, and 
| he Reflections of others, ſhould ] have 
þ abſolutely refusd it. And as your ap- 
phhing to me in the Manner you did, 
gave me reaſon to believe, I had not d. . 
pleas d you in the late Performance, fo 
8 bkewiſe to hope, that thro the ſame 
. Divine Alſiftance, F might avoid dif- © 
Pleaſeng you in what you had again re- 

| [acl Having yielded to your Per- 
ſuaſt- 


('vi ) 

fuaſions, I reſolved to follow the ſame 
Rules I obſerv'd on the former melay- 
choly Occaſion, and I am thankful 10 
Gop, that it was with ſo: much Juccejs, 
I had not got over my great Fatigne in 
preaching to ſo crouded an Auditory and 
ftlanding much longer than I am us d 10 
do; before ſeveral of ou came and ſig- 
niſq d to me not only your own Deſires 
and theirs, that heard me; but e- 
den the Demands of many of the Con. 
gregation, (who thro the vaſt Throng e 
People were not able to come within 
Hearing) that I would publiſh my Dil 
courſe, and alſo that, which a few weets 
before, I had given you on the Death if 
Mr. Hocker. 8 
T0 be ſhort, I found there was no re- 
fefring in this Caſe, any more than in the 
former: Or had I done it, I ſince find, 
I ſhould have been compell'd to it, fit 

Reaſons that are well known, andwhich 
it is not worth my while here to take no- 
zice of. Wherefore having revis d my 
Notes, and made ſome. Additions to the 
Sermon I preach'd on the Death of my 
[Days Rede- 


(vii 
Ree Brother Mr. Hocker, 
cially to the ſhort Account I gave of . 
| which I have put by it ſelf ; 1 ſend that 
„abroad firſt, as claiming it in order of 
| | Time, it having been firſt preached 


l 


1 me. The other I ſhall publiſh, with 
Gop's teave, as ſoon as [ ys gather d 
ip the Memorials of Mr. Pomfret's Life, 
| which will he in a litile Time, 

i ſhall pleaſe Go p to impreſsthe 
Minde of a diſposd and honeſt Peo- 
9 ole ; in Reading, as much as ſome were 
: in the Hearing; and the Accounts given 

| of7wo ſuch worthy Mimiſters, may tend 
io awaken a becoming Leal in us their 
EBrethren who ſarvme; I ſhall have 


no reaſon to repent my Pains, and 1am 
the Hare very little to be concern 4 at the ill 
ad, (atur d Remarks and Cenſures, that ſhall 
far be made by the Critical and Curious. 
ich That it will plenſe Gop to accompa- 


ry with his ſpecial Bleſſing, what [thus 
preſent you, and was chiefly intended 
Wor your Uſe; That He would bear a 
rerciful Regard for hon in your preſent 
haps Condition; and ſpeedily repair 
Fs Your 


( viii) 
your double Loſi in One, that Shall have 


a double Portion of Hia Spirit. 18, and 


Shall be the Prayer of 
Dur reſpectſul 


and aſfectionate Servant 


zn our common Lord, T7 

3 
Rood- Lane | 

March8. 1722. 2 9 


THOMAS RETNOI DEI / 


The Reader is deſir d to correct with his Pen, the following Errata, 


Page 15.1.4. for is, r. does. p. 23. l. 27. for when, r. at a Timt. 
p. 40. J. 10. for lone Mother. p. 5. I. 12. for to r. upon. 


H readi 
that 
| ſerab! 
b : it, 485 
great 

. 9 low d 
——— -. 2 | our 
not b 
from 
in his 
3 who 


Aces xx. 37.8. 


FY they all wept ſore, and fell on 


pats Neck and kiſſed him. 


Surrowing moſt of all for the Word which 


he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee his 


Face no more. 


CPN S the Goſpel of our bleſſed Lord and 


© Saviour JeſusChriſt,attended with the 
25 ſaving Influences of the Divine Spi- 
Arit, will by all ſerious Chriſtians be 


3 readily acknowledg' dto be the greateſt Bleſſing, 
that ever Gop beſtowed upon an apoſtate mi- 
ſerable World; ſo the having ſuch to diſpenſe 
tt, as are diſtinguiſhingly qualified to promote the 
great and gracious Purpoſes of it, muſt be al- 
| low'd to hold the ſecond Place in the Rank of 
our choiceſt Mercies. From whence we can- 
not but conclude, that the removing of ſuch 
from us, in what Way ſoever it pleaſes Go D 
in his Providence to order it; muſt to thoſe 
* Who enjoyed the Benefit of their unwearied 


B Dili- 


* 
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Diligence and Pains, afford Matter of much 
Grief and Aﬀiction. 

That it does ſo in the preſent Caſe with re. 
ference to our Reverend deceaſed Brother Mr. 
William Hocker, I believe moſt of you are 
ſenſible; which Reaſon has induc'd me to hope, 


there are none who knew his great Picty and 


valuable Abilities, and that duly conſider the 
Circumſtancesof this Congregation, will think 
the Words I have choſen for the Subject of my 
Diſcourſe, improper or unſuitable to this mourn. 
ful Occaſion. 

They give us an Account of the great Sor. 
row, which the E/ders of Epheſus and others, 
(who tis probable were in Company with them) 


expreſſed upon taking their laſt Farewel of the 


Apoſtle Paul at Miletus. 


To this Place He had ſent for them to come 
and meet him, as He was on his Way making al 
the haſte He could to Fernſalem; having paſſed Þ 
by Epheſus leſt He ſheuld be detained there, 
and intending if it were poſlible to be at 70 
ruſalem on the Day of Pentecoſt : out of ] 
earneſt deſire to improve the Opportunity, 
which the great Concourſe of People at that 
Time would give him of preaching and ſpread Þ 


ing the Goſpel among them. 


The Elders being come to Miletus, He ac 
quaints them with the melancholy News of hi 
leaving thoſe Countries; that this was to be the 
laſt Interview He ſhould have with them, and 
that after this 7hey ſhould ſee his Face no more 
in this World. And having but little Time 
2 9 


( 3-) 


| to ſpend with them, He improves it to the beſt 


Purpoſes He was able. Accordingly - 

In the „rt Place He gives them his farewel 
Exhortation from ver. 18. of this chap. to verſe 
36. In the whole of which he teſtifies the ut- 
moſt Concern for their Welfare that was poſſi- 
ble; and as by the Divine Bleſſing on his La- 
bours, He had been the glorious Inſtrument of 
converting them to the Faith of the Goſpel, ſo 
now he was about to leave them, there was no- 
thing He had more at Heartthan the ſecuring to 
them the Pearl of great Price He ſhould leave 
in their Hands. His Aim therefore in this Ad- 
dreſs was to engage them to a firm Adherence 


to that Faith which he had taught them; to 


warn them againſt the Dangers to which they 

would be expos'd after his Departure ; and to 

excite them to the diligent Diſcharge of their 
Duty in all the Parts of it, by that Pattern of 
Affection and Zeal He had ſet them during the 
whole Time He was with them, from the firſt 

Day of his coming to the laſt, in which He 
was now to take his leave of them. _ 

They that conſider the whole of it muſt ac- 
knowledge, that nothing could be more ſuitable 
to the Occaſion, or be manag'd with greater 
Wiſdom and Skill, in order to reach thoſe 
great and good Ends He had in View. The 
Matters recommended were of the greateſt 
Weight and Importance ; the Arguments made 
uſe of, exceeding powerful and awakening 3 
the Manner in which he applied Iimlcif to 
them, the moſt tender and moving that could 
be; and the whole Management in all reſpeds 

. | becom- 


14 


becoming an Apoſtle that was now performing 
his laſt Offices in Perſon among them. Should 
J enter into a farther Detail of Particulars, it 
would be more than the Time will allow; 
wherefore leaving this to your private RefleQi. 
ons, I ſhall only obſerve, 

In the ſecond Place, That the Apoſtle ha- 
ving ſaid as much, and with as much Affection, 
as a Man could deliver in ſo few Words and o 
ſhort a Space of Time; He then recommends 
their Perſons and Concerns to Gop by moſt 
humble and earneſt Prayer, imitating herein 
the Example of his bleſſed Lord and Maſter, 
who when He took leave of his Diſciples, after 
He had preached to them, pray d with them al, 
John xvii. 1. If we conſider the tender Spirit 
the affectionate Temper of the Apoſtle, and 
the Grace wherewich He abounded ; it will be 
ealy to imagine how plentifally He beſtowed 
his good Wiſhes upon them at this Time, and 


with what fervent Importuniry He pleaded and 


wreſtled with Gop for them. Whatever Intereſt 


He had at the Throne of Grace, He improv'd 


it to the utmoſt for their Sakes; and if ever Hea- 
ven had cloſe Siege laid to it, this was a time. 
Theſe were Perſons on whom he had beſtow'd 


unſpeakable Pains, and for whom he had ven- 


turd his Life; He behcld them as the bleſſed 


Fruits of his vaſt Labours, as thoſe for whom 


He had travaild in Birth until Chriſt was 
formed in them ; as his Children, that were born 
unto GoD under his Miniſtry. And He could 
not but regard them with the tender Affection 
and Bowels of a ſpiritual Father. Upon 10 

theſe 


A dl, 

theſe Accounts, his Heart was deeply concern'd 
for them now at parting, of which he gives the 

* fulleſt Proof, not only by his pathetic Admoni- 
tions and Counſels, but by cloſing all with 
- # moſt carneſt Intreaties and Prayers to Gop on 
their behalf. Having thus ſpoken (vis. the Ex- 
hortation before mention d) He kneeled down, 


—_ — UW 


, putting himſelf in the moſt humble Poſture, 
0 and pray d with them all, v. 3 6. their Hearts 
s going along with him in what He ſaid, and 
tö;ſoining their AMEN to all the kind Requeſts He 
put up to Gop for them. 

„ 1 And now the Words of the Text give us 


1 WF 
Py 


| an Account how greatly the whole Company 
was moy'd by this valedictory Exhortation and 
Prayer, and in what an affectionate Manner 


op ——Gͤ 
2 — 


d they, on their Part, took their final leave of the 
e Apoſtle. 5 Si 
d They all wept ſore, and fell on Paul's Neck, 
d and kiſſed him. Sorrowing moſt of all for the 
d Word which he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee his 
ſt Face no more. „ 

d It is hardly to be ſuppos d, that the Apoſtle, 
a- who was ſo often in Tears whilſt with them, 
. could himſelf refrain upon this Occaſion. Tis 
d probable He began, and the Tenderneſs of his 
N- own Affection wrought on theirs. The Tears 
d WU that flow'd from his Eyes, drew the ſame from 
mn |F them in abundance. Beſides, the things He had 
25 Þ ſpoken were in their Nature ſuch, as could not 
n but raiſe a great Concern in them. They were 
d Witneſſes to the Truth of all thoſe Appcals He 
n had made to them, their Conſciences bore Te- 


| ſtimony to the ſhining Holineſs of his Example 
1 the 


(6) 

the mighty Travails of his Soul; the immenſe 
Pains He had taken with them Night and Day; 
and the Manner after which he had in all things 
fulfill'd the Work of his Miniſtry among them. 
No Man could do more, and they deſpair'd of e- 
ver meet ing with his Equal: They were ſenſible 
how faithful a Friend and how great a Bleſſing 
they were now to part with, and were conſcious 
how much they ſhould miſs his Counſel, his 
Authority, and his Example after He was gone; 
eſpecially upon his having given them that un. 
welcome and ſtartling Aſſurance, That after his 
Departure, grievous Wolves would enter in 
among them not ſparing the Flock. 

Theſe Conſiderations and more which might 
be added, do ſufficiently juſtify the great Afflic. 
tion. they were under. A leſs Degree of Sor- 
row, had fail'd in its proportion to the greatnels 
of the Mercy they were loſing; and none at all, 
would have argu'd the moſt amazing Stupidity, 
From the Account here given we may briefly 
obſerve the following Things. 

if, The Tenderneſs of their Affection. It 
was unto Tears. So it is uſed to be at the patt- 
ing of loving Friends. They wept. 

2%, The Vniverſality of it, They ALL wept, 

not one of the whole Company could refrain, 
It was a general Lamentation. 
Zo, The Degree of it. They all Wept SORE. 
It was as if their Hearts had been broken. Ri. 
vers of Vater ran down their Eyes. They were 
moſt deeply and paſſionately affected. 

amy, The Love and Gratitude that was 
mingled with their Affection. They al on 

aul's 


TY) 


Paul's Neck and kiſſed him. Shewing thereby 


the Endearedneſs of their Affection, and the 
orateful Senſe they had of all his kind Offices, 
rendring to Gop and him, a thouſand and ten 
thouſand Thanks for the immenſe Pains He had 


taken, and the great Good they had reaped by 


his Miniſtry. | 

Shy And laſtly, The ſpecial Circumſtance 
10 affected them above all the reſt. Sorrow- 
ing moſt of all for the Mord which he ſpabe, 
that they ſhould ſee his Face no more. Every 


thing He ſaid was very moving and went near 


their Hearts, but this was the moſt cutting 
Word of all. Might they have had his Preſcnce 
continu'd with them, or had He told them, that 


his Abſence was to be only for a Time; that He 
would come and viſit them again; this would 
have very much alleviated their Sorrow. But 


that it ſhould be the laſt Interview, that after this 


they ſhould ſee his Face no more; it affected 


them to the laſt Degree, and made their Sorrow 
like a River overflowing all its Banks. Me— 


thinks, I ſce them each one after another, go- 


ing to pay their laſt Salutes, and like diſconſo- 
late Perſons paſſionately caſting themſclyes upon 
his Neck, embracing and kiſing him; each one 
lamenting i in the moſt bitter manner, his own 
and the common Loſs, by the Removal of One 
that Gop had made the greateſt Inſtrument of 


Bleſſing that ever was among them. It was 


hard parting, manifeſted by all the Marks of a 

viſible and deep Sorrow. It made the Farewel 
(as Mr. Henry obſerves in his Annotations) juſt 
like a Funeral, and put them into the greateſt 
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Paſſion of Weeping. For when our Friend; 
(and we may ſay our godly Miniſters) are ſepa. 
rated from us by Death, this is that Conſidera. 
tion with which we raiſe up our Mourning, that 
we ſhall ſee their Faces no more. | 
This Paſſage being a Part of the Holy Scrip. 
tures that were written for our Inſtruction and 
Learning, I would ſpeak to the following Pro- 
poſition as ſuitable to the preſent melancholy Oc- 
caiion. 


The Removal of a godly and uſeful Mi. 
niſter, whether by Death, or ſo as never to ſte 
his Face more, is a great Loſs, and much to be 
lamented. 


The Removal of the Apoſtle Paul, was not 
that which is cauſed by Death. Had it been ſo, it 
had farther aggravated their Affliction exceeding- 
ly. He was only removed for great and glorious 
Service elſewhere, that He might ſpread the 
Goſpel in other Parts; at Ferufalem and even 
as far as Rome. And therefore, tho' the Ab- 
ſence of ſuch an extraordinary Perſon, was Mat. 
ter of great Sorrow to the Epheſians, who had 
enjoy'd the Benefit of his Preſence and La. 
bours ; yet they had reaſon to rejoyce, and no 


doubt they did ſo in their after Reflections, for 


the more general Good and the farther ſpreading 
of the Goſpel, that was to be promoted by his 
Departure, Beſides, He did not leave them, 
till they were ſufficiently inſtructed in the Mind 


— . «˙⸗ ‚ . ,/]7˖7,§ g”" 
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of God, and were brought under that Order 
and Government, as to be capable by their own 
Care and Diligence, to preſerve the ineſtimable 
© Treaſure of the Goſpel He left them in Poſſeſ- 
| fon of. And notwithſtanding they were to 
ſee his Face no more, yet He did not hereby 
become as one wholly dead or intirely uſęleſs to 
them; for tho” abſent, He was (till mindful of 
| them, having them in affectionate Remem- 
| brance, and not ceaſmg to make mention of them 
in his Prayers, Eph. i. 16. And He was in 
| other reſpects very ſerviceable to them, particu- 
| larly by Letter; for when a Priſoner, Eph. iii. 


1. He ſent the excellent Epiſtle inſcribed to 


them which is inſerted in the ſacred Canon, 


namely, that to the Epheſians; all which did 


not a little contribute to their Comfort, and 


were very beneficial and uſeful to them. Had 
they at this time been invited to attend his Fu- 


| neral, it would have render'd the Caſe ſtill more 


grievous: But He liv'd a good while after this, 


| and was preſerv'd to be a wonderful Bleſſing to 


the Church of Gop, in eſtabliſhing and en- 
larging the Intereſt of Chriſt in every Country 
and every Place where He came. 

The es Loſs then of all is, when uſeful 
Miniſters are ſeparated from us by Death, be- 
cauſe by this Means both we and the Church of 
Gop, are not only depriv'd of their Perſons; 
but of all farther Benefit from their Labours, 
and hereby the Loſs becomes a total one, and 


| as great as it can be. But that I may ſpeak 


more particularly to this Subject, I ſhall, 


C 1 Fre 
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I. Premiſe a Reflection or two to the better 


underſtanding of what I ſhall chiefly enlarge 
upon. | 


II. Give ſome Reaſons wherefore we oucht 
to eſteem the Death of a godly uſeful Miniſter 
to be a great Loſs and much to be lamented. 


III. Offer a few Things briefly for our Sup. 
port and Comfort under it. 


IV. And laſtly, add ſome Directions in Orde: 
to the getting it repair d and made up again. 


I. Premiſe a Reflection or two for the bei. 
ter underſtanding of what I fhall chiefly ei. 
large upon. 5 h 
The ſirſt is, That you are not to ſuppoſe, | 
place the Removal of an ordinary Miniſter upon 
a Level with that of an inſpir'd Apoſtle, II. 
certain we have all had a great Loſs in our de. 
ceaſed Brother, and you of this Congregation 
in a particular Manner; yet it is nothing like 
that which the Churches of Aſia ſuſtain'd in 
parting with St. Paul. Alas! What is the beſt 
Man now living compard with an Apoſtle! 
What the People ſaid to David may with great 
Juſtice and Propriety be uſed here. Thor ar! 
worth ten thouſand of us, 2 Sam. xviii. 3. 
We are to diſtinguiſh between the extraor- 
dinary and ordinary Miniſters of Chriſt. Thc 
Apoſtles were Men of extraordinary Qualifica- 
tions, their Othce ſpecial, their Endowments 
eminent and ſingular; to fit them for the firlt 


* | plant- 


plant! 
| for {p 
tain'd 
had & 
plante 
rally 
| Powe 
to the 
pleas“ 
ferior 
| die m 
fore 
| relate 
| an or 
is by 
| ſhort 
| muſt 


| littl, 
| pref 


eat 
rt 


( 1 ) 


planting of the Churches, They were ſent 
| for ſpecial Ends and Purpoſes, which when ob- 
tun d their Office ceasd. After the Goſpel 
| had been preach'd to the World, Churches 


planted, and the Chriſtian Religion more gene- 


| rally receivd ; thoſe extraordinary Gifts and 


Powers did gradually ceaſe which were granted 


to the firſt Publiſhers of it, and Gop has been 


pleas d to maintain his Church by Men of in- 


ferior Endowments, whoſe Places when they 
die may be more caſily filled up. You are there- 
| fore to underſtand me ſpeaking only of what 


relates to this latter Sort, I mean the Death of 
an ordinary Miniſter of Chriſt ; which tho it 
is by no means to be oycrlook'd, falls vaſtly 
ſhort of the Inſtance in my Text. And yet I 
muſt obſerve, that as there are drverſities of 
Gifts, 1 Cor. xii. 4. and theſe diſpens d in va- 
rious Meaſures, by Means of which there is a 


Difference in Mens Talents and Uſefulneſs; fo 


in Proportion to what Gop has given them, we 


| are to make an Eſtimate of our Loſs whenever 
it pleaſes Him to remove them from us. 
Secondly, It is not to be expected that in ordi- 


nary Caſes People ſhould be affected to the 


| ſame Degree as thoſe in my Text. The Reaſon 


is, becauſe there is not the like Concurrence of 


Circumſtances to work upon the tender Paſſions, 


nor ſuch ample Cauſes for an Affliction and Sor- 


| row in all reſpects equal to theirs. Tho' the 
| deceaſed was a faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, and 
boy had honour'd him to do much Good in the 
| little Time He was among you; Yet, it here 
- preſent, I know I ſhould not offend him by ſay- 
e + 
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ing, He wasin all reſpects unſpeakably beneath 
the Perſon whoſe Departure was ſo much and 


ſo univerſally bewail'd at Miletus. It is not 
to be imagin'd, that the Death of an inferior 
Officer ſhould be equally lamented with that 
of a General. 


There is a Difference alſo in other regards 


Our deceaſed Brother had not thoſe Notice 
given him beforchand, which might have afford. 
cd him the Opportunity of taking his final Lear: 
of you with that Formality, and in ſuch a fh 
lemn Manner as the Apoſtle did. Indeed, 
when He laſt appear'd in this Pulpit, He could 


have told you, that it would moſt certainly be 
the laſt Sermon He ſhould preach, and thoſe th: Þ 
laſt Prayers He ſhould offer with you; and tha 


afterwards you ſhould ſee his Face no more 
As this would doubtleſs have very much affect: 


ed his own Heart, and furniſh'd him with many | 
Thoughts and Expreſſions, that would hae 


been exceeding tender and peculiarly moving; 


ſo tis very likely the ſame would have draws | 
Tears from many of your Eyes, or made th 
Aſſembly even like that at Miletus: But thi 
not being the Caſe, nor the Circumſtances of Þ 
the preſent Providence the ſame with theirs, it 
is not to be expected that you ſhould in all regard 


diſcover an equal Concern. It will be happy 


conſidering the great Indolency of the preſent Þ 
Generation, if you are affected to a Degree 
that is ſuitable and decent. In order to cxcitc 


ſuch a Concern in you. I proceed, 


II. To give the Reaſons why we Gol b 


f ee . 


( 73 ) 

eſteem the Death of a godly uſeful Miniſter a 
po Lofs and much to * ee Te Li- 
mits to which I am confin'd will not allow me 
to ſay all that might be offer d under this Head, 
or enlarge as the Nature of the Subject deſerves. 
I ſhall only mention thoſe which J judge to be 
moſt conſiderable, and ſuch as will take in the 
Circumſtances of the preſent Providence. The 


Death then of a godly Miniſter muſt be a great 


Loſs. | 

It, Becauſe it is a public One, of a mo- 
mentous Nature and large Extent. This is one 
Conſideration by which we are to make our Eſti- 
mate of it. The more extenſive and uſeful 
any Good is, the greater Concern ſhould it raiſe 
in us when we are depriv'd of it, and that for 
the ſake of others as well as our own. Tis but 


a juſt Regard we pay to thoſe who dic from 


among us, when we proportion our Sorrows 


according to the Relations they bore, the Ca- 


pacities they were in, the Services they perform- 
ed, and the rational, tho' melancholy Pro- 
ſpects we have of the Conſequences of their 
Death. 85 

Thus we lament the Removal of the Head 
of a Family, much more than that of an In- 


fant, becauſe it is a Blow at the Root, which 


oftentimes endangers the Tree, . e. the Proſpe- 
rity of the whole Houſe ; whereas the latter is 
but lopping off a Branch, which may ſoon be 
ſupply'd by the ſhooting forth of another in 
the Room of it. The Death of a uſeful Ma- 
giſtrate is more to be bewail'd than that of a 
private Perſon, becauſe it js a great Loſs to the 
Com- 
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Community, and the Conſequences of it may 
be felt a long Time after. The ſame may be 
ſaid of the Death of a godly Miniſter, which 
tho it ſhould not immediately and viſibly affect 
in Matters of a civil Nature, it does moſt ap- 
parently in thoſe of a Religious, which are till 
more important ; and even as to the former it 
has ſometimes no ſmall, though a remote Influ. 
ence. | 9 5 
With reſpect to the Congregation to which 
He ſtood related, tis no leſs than Gop's ſinit. 
ing the Shepherd, which is of much greater 
Conſideration than if he had taken away one of 
the Sheep, becauſe in this Caſe the whole Flock 
ſuffers, and may be expos d to no ſmall Danger. 
Hereby not only his own Houſe, but the Houſe 
and Church of Gop is depriv'd of 4a burning 
and ſhining Light, one of its chief Ornaments, 
and an Inſtrument of ſpecial Uſe. His Family 
has indeed a great Affliction on ſeveral Ac 
counts, which I need not name; I believe you 
judge ſo in the preſent Caſe. May the Gop of 
all Conſolation afford his ſeaſonable Supports 
But it does not reſt here. It goes farther and 
ſpreads wide. | 
A Miniſter is (et up to be a Light to the 
orld, Matth. v. 14. The end of his Office 
is to promote the chief Happineſs of Mankind. 
When ſuch an Inſtrument of Good is remov id, 
it proves a great Loſs to thoſe under his imme- 
diate Care; and oftentimes to the Neighbour- 
hood, the City and Country where He liv'd ; ac- 
cording to the Fame He had acquir'd for 
Learning and Picty, and the Uſe which La : 
had 


„ 
had made of him in promoting the nobleſt and 
higheſt Purpoſes of Religion. The Affliction 


is us d to ſwell upon us in the Accounts that are 
given of him after his Death. It is ſo in the pre- 


ſent Caſe. Many Things are then brought forth 


which before lay buried in Silence or were 
ſcarce heard of; and there are many more which 
ſtill remain ſecret, and not to be reveal'd till 
the Judgment of the great Day. The Death 


of a godly Miniſter is for theſe Reaſons a pub- 


lick Loſs, and in many reſpects an unknown one. 

24y, It is of a ſpiritual Nature, and therefore 
the more to be lamented. Thoſe things which 
affect us in our chief Intereſts, I mean the infi- 
nite Concerns of another World, have the 
greateſt Claim to our Regard. Outward and 
temporal Loſſes are but of ſmall Account, if 


rightly compar'd with thoſe that relate to our 
Souls: And yet we ſec how deeply Men are for 


the moſt Part impreſs'd by them. If when tra- 


F velling thro' unknown and difficult Ways, you 


ſhould loſe your Guide; when failing amidſt 
Rocks and Sands, the Pilot of the Ship ſhould 
be taken from you; when perplex'd in Matters 


of Trade you ſhould loſe the Friend that was 
us d to adviſe and ſupply you upon all Occaſions ; 


when under threatning Indiſpoſitions of Body, 
your Phyſician who knew your Conſtitution, 


and had been always helpful ro you ſhould 


happen to die; it is eaſy to imagine in every In- 
ſtance J have mention'd, how much you would 
be affected and concern d: And docs not the 
Loſs of a godly Miniſter deſerve your Lamen- 


| tation, who, in ſpiritual Reſpects, was all that, 


which 


( 16 ) 


which theſe could be to you in temporal! 


I conceive but one Thing, that with any Co- 


Jour of Reaſon can be offer d in reply to this; 
namely, that there are enough at Hand to ſup- 
ply in Caſe of Want. But are you apprehen- 
five of no Damage that may accrue to you du- 
ring the Time of your being deſtiture? And 

are "you ſure of obtaining one, who ſhall in all 
reſpects make up the Want of him that is ta. 
ken from you? Till you be certain of this, 
(which you cannot preſently be) you have rea. 
| fon to ſorrow for his Death. Gop by remo- 
ving your Miniſter has depriy'd you of a Soul 

Friend, a chief Help in ſpiritual Matters, and 


a great Inſtrument of heayenly Bleflings. He 


has taken from you the Man whom He had 
ſent as his Meſſenger, to make known to you 
the Goſpel of his Son; And how beautiful up. 
on the Mountains are the Feet of him, that 
bringeth good Tidings, that publiſheth Peace, 
that bringeth good Tidings 0 f Good, that pub: 
_ ifheth Satvation 2 Ita. lii. 7 

This wasthe Perſon He ud to have raiſed 
upon purpoſe to deliver you from the diſtracting 
Terrors of Hell and Damnation, and to prepare 


you for the everlaſting Joys of Heaven and ctcr- 


nal Life. TheConcerns with whichhe was princi- 
pally entruſted were thoſe of your precious Souls, 
and it is ſtill more affecting to conſider that his 
chicf Obligations were among you. This was 
the Vineyard that was given him to dreſs, and 
the Garden that He was to manure and water. 


All the Abilities wherewith Gop had furniſh'd Þ 
him. were to be employ d for you, that in a all 
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| ſpiritual Things He might afford you his beſt 
E Aſſiſtance and Help, as a Ce directing your 
Jeet into the May of Peace, Luke i. 79. A 
Watchman Warning you of your Dangers, Acts 
| xx. 31. A Phyſician binding up your Wounds 
and healing thoſe that are broken in Heart, 
Paal. cxxxvii. 3. Luke iv. 18. A Steward faith- 
fully diſpenſing to you the Myſteries of Gop, 


Cor. iv. 12. A Shepherd overſeeing the Flock 
and taking Care of you all, Acts xx. 28. That 


by every thing in his Power he might promote 


the Welfare and Happineſs of your immortal 
Souls, None could be ſent on a more impor- 


tant Errand, or come to you on a more benefi- 
| cial Deſign. 


Now the greater the Bleſſing was whilſt you 
had it, the greater is your Loſs in being depriv'd 
of it. Thoſe of you that know in how many 


reſpects Gop had made him a ſpecial Inſtru- 
ment of Good to your Souls, muſt needs be- 
wWail his Death, That which drew ſuch Floods of 


Tears from thoſe at Miletus When taking their 
leave of the Apoſtle, was the unſpeakable Be- 
nefit they had gain d under his Miniſtry, and the 
Apprehenſions they had of never meeting with 


the like again. 


3%, You are to make an Eſtimate of your 


| Loſs upon the Death of a godly Miniſter, from 


thoſe Meaſures of Grace and miniſterial Abili- 


ties that were beſtowed upon Him. 
Io none can juſtly pretend to be called of 
Gop to the honourable and difficult Work of 


the Miniſtry, who are not in ſome Degree qua- 


lify'd 
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lify'd for it; yet there is a Diverſity of Gifts, 
which are diſpens'd in various Kinds and Mea. 


ſures, according to the Nature and Degree of 


that Service Gop has intended for them, and the 
particular Ends, which He may have in a more 
ſpecial Manner to ſubſerve by them. But as the 


Worth of Means is to be valued according to | 


their Aptitude and Uſe, fo the more amply a 
Miniſter is qualified for his Work, and the 


more Uſe He is of, in anſwering the Ends of 


his holy Calling, the greater is their Privilege 
who enjoy the Benefit of his Labours, and the 


greater their Loſs when He is call'd away from 
them. There are many Things, that offer 
themſelves here to our Conſideration, which 


if deliberately thought on, muſt affect a People 


upon the Death of their Miniſter, in proporti- 
on to the Degree in which he was conſpicuous Þ 


and noted for them. To name ſome, 


If He was an able Miniſter of the new Te 
ſtament, 2 Cor. iii. 6. A Scrive well mſtrutted 
unto the Kingdom of Heaven, that could bring 
out of his Treaſure Things new and old, Mai. 
xiii. 52. J Workman that needed not to be a. 
ſhamed, who rightly divided the Word of Truth, 


2 Tim. ii 15. 


An honeſt and faithful Man, J/ho ſhunned 
zot to declare all the Connſel of Gov, Acts xx. 


27. Not walking in Craftineſs, not handling 


the Word of God deceitfully, but by manifeſta- 
tion of the Truth, commended himſelf to eve. 
ry Man's Conſtience, in the Sight of God, | 


4 


2 Cor. iv. 2. 
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A laborious Miniſter. That was intent upon 


| his Work, whoſe chief Care was to fulfil his 
| Miniſtry, gladly ſpending and being ſpent, in 
the Service of his Maſter, and in promoting the 
Good of his People, 2 Cor. xii. 15. | 
An humble tender ſpirited Perſon. Te know, 
after what Manner I have been with you, ſer- 

| wing the Lord with all Humility of Mind, and 

| with many Tears, Acts xx. 19. 


Of a condeſcending affectionate Temper. 


| Who afforded the meaneſt of his Flock a Share 
in his tender Regards as well as the greateſt, 


being gentle unto all, even as a Nurſe that 
* cheriſheth her Children, 1 Theſſ. ii. 7. 


A ſelf-denying Miniſter. That ſought not 
his own, but the Things of Chriſt, Phil. ii. 2r. 
Not yours, but you, 2 Cor. xii. 14. I have co- 
veted no Man's Silver, or Gold, or Apparel, 
Acts xx. 24. 

A Son of Peace. A Pattern of Love him- 
ſelf, and a zealous Promoter of it as far as his 
Influences could reach. Endeavouring, (by 
all Chriſtian Methods) 7o keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 

A prudent Man. Who knew how to rule 
his own Houſe, and to take Care of the Church 
of Gop, 1 Tim. iii. 4. Who was able to order 


his Affairs with Diſcretion, and to give proper 
Advice to others. I ſhall add but two Qualifi- 


cations more in the laſt Place; namely, 
If He was a ſuitable Miniſter. Nothing is 
of farther regard as a Means, than as it is fitted 
D 2 to 


(20) 
to reach its End. A Wedge of Iron is ot 
more V alue, if of more Uſe, than one of Gold. 
He was the beſt Miniſter, that was beſt ſuited 
to the Place and People where Gop had caſt his 
Lot. Eſpecially 


If He was a ſucceſsful One, an Inſtrument of | 


much Good to many Souls. 7e are the Seal of 
mine Apoſtleſhip in the Lord, 1 Cor. ix. 1. J. 
are our Epiſtle known and read of all Mei, 
for as much as ye are manifeſtly declared to be 
the Epiſtle of Chriſt, miniſtred by us, 2 Cor. 
Mi. 2, 3. 

Where this is the Caſe, where Gop has de 
privd a People of a Miniſter thus qualified, 
adorn d, and own'd ; every one muſt confeſs it 
to be a great Loſs. | 

How far theſe excellent Qualifications did 
enter into the Character of the Deceaſed, | 
am willing to leave to the Judgment of thoſe 
who were thoroughly acquainted with him; 
and if I may be allow'd to declare my own, 
I think I ſhould do him wrong, did I not ſay, 
that in reference to the Particulars above men. 
tion'd, there are but few among us at this Day, 
that exceed him; and too many, I fear, that 
fall greatly ſhort of him. ET nn 

But beſides thoſe Things, which you your 
ſelves, I doubt not, have been ready to apply 
to him, as I have nam'd them ; there are many 


more that might be added *. But as great 


* Several were here mention'd, which with more that have 
been fince added, I have at the Deſire of ſome ſpecial Friends and 


Relations, annex'd to the End of this Diſcourſe. 


Mode: 
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Modeſty was a Virtue, that attended him thro' 
his whole Life, and He was (as it has becn told 

me) averſe to long and large Harangues on Per- 
ſons, and their Characters in Funeral Sermons; 
ſo J have been deſir d to be ſparing in my Ac- 
count of him, and to govern my ſelf in what I 
ſhould ſay on his own Death, by the Rule He 
himſelf obſerv'd on the Death of others. And 


tho I ſee no Reaſon, why that which was 


praiſe-worthy, and truly exemplary in a Mini- 


ter, ſhould be conceal'd, (nor do I ſee any in 


this Caſe) yet I readily confeſs That to be the 
beſt Encomium of a departed Miniſter, which 
is utter'd with Tears and Sighs by the afflicted 
People, ſadly lamenting their great Loſs in the 
Death of One, whoſc 'Labours Gob had made 
exceeding beneficial to their Souls. The af— 
fectionate Kiſſes, which were ſo plentifully be- 
ſtowed on the Apoſtle Paul at his leaving the 


Churches of Aſia, and the Showers of Tears 


that were ſhed upon that Occaſion ; redound- 


| ed more to his Praiſe, and had more of Oratory 


in them, than there would have been in the lot- 
tieſt Strains of an artificial Paregyrick. I pro- 
ceed to ſome other Conſiderations which may 
aggravate our Affliction upon the Death of an 


| 1 uſeful Miniſter. Therefore, 


ay, The Circumſtance of Time when 
Gob was pleas'd to call him away may add 


much to the Weight of ir. There is ſcarce 


any thing tends more to heighten the Appre- 


henſions we have of what befals us, whether 


It be a Mercy or Afﬀflition, than this particular. 
Next 
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Next to the thing it ſelf, this is what we are | rec 
moſt apt in our after Reflections to deſcant ene 
and dwell upon. A Mercy that is great in it- mo 
ſelf, we account (till greater for the Seaſonable- did 
neſs, as well as Suitableneſs of it. So on the ] 
other Hand an Affliction is ſometimes very one 
much increas d by the Circumſtances of Time W you 
in which it happen d. This if apply'd to the WF quid 
Death of a Miniſter will be very apparent. As mo 
for Inſtance, 4 joye 
If it was at a Time when a People were MW 774 
in the greateſt Need of one of his Abilities and one 
Endowments. At a Time when He gave the Þ thao 


moſt delightful Proſpect of ſingular Uſefulneſs. WU Th: 
At a Time when the Thoughts of his Death theſ 
Were remote from them, and every one pleasd W of { 
himſelf with the ExpeQation and Hope of a Þ that 
| long Enjoyment of his Miniſtry. And at a his ( 
Time when He had but juſt entred upon his mig] 


Labours among them: Where theſe are the Cir- Þ yd 
cumſtances of the Caſe, they make it a very ſor- Þ ceſſo 
rowful one. wa; 


I need not acquaint you, my Brethren, that pers. 
there is a Concurrence of all theſe in the fad Spac 
Providence that has befallen you, which cannot I mor 
but cauſe Grief and Affliction in many. You Þ juſt. 

have been depriv'd of my Brother at a Time you Þ of h 
ſtood in need of one of his excellent Qualific- Þ you] 
tions, Gop having almoſt quite diſabled your Re. extra 
vercnd aged Paſtor by long and great Infirmities, ] He | 

and render'd him wholly uncapable of diſcharg- the 
ing ſeveral Parts of his miniſterial Function. bonr 

Your State and Circumſtances did very much der. 
require Þ® quick 
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require one of his Piety, Knowledge, Experi- 
ence, Prudence, and other Abilities, to be a- 
mong you: So numerous an Aſſembly as this 
did loudly call for it. 

But now, after Gop had provided you with 
one that was ſo well ſuited to the Exigencies of 


your Caſe ; one in whom you did generally ac- 


quieſce; one whoſeMiniſtry grew daily more and 


| more acceptable and uſeful; in whom you re- 
joyc'd as thoſe that had found a Treaſure that lay 


hid in a Field, congratulating your ſelves and 


| one another upon your Happineſs, and many 
thought you to be greatly favourd of Go p: 


That then, and under ſuch Circumſtances as 
theſe, He ſhould be taken from you, is Matter; 
of ſorrow ful Reflection: eſpecially conſidering, 
that his Years, together with the Goodneſs of 
his Conſtitution, gave you reaſon to hope He 


might have continued yet a good while longer, and 


fay'd you many anxious Thoughts about a Suc- 
ceſſor to your reverend Paſtor, who is wearing 
away apace thro a Complication of Diſtem- 
pers. That you ſhould enjoy him for ſo ſhort a 
Space, only as that of two Years, or a little 
more; That Gop ſhould lend him to you but 


juſt ſo long as might raiſe a very high Eſteem 


of his Worth: and then ſnzcch him away when 
you leaſt thought of it, is, I confeſs, ſomewhat 
extraordinary, and not a little ſurpriſing. Had 
He dy'd in a good old Age, worn out by 
the length as well as Exceſs of his La- 
bours, you would have had no reaſon to won- 


der. But that He ſhould be call'd away ſo 
| quickly, juſt after He was brought from a ſmall 


Place 


C24) . 
Place in the neighbouringCountry where He had 
been ſtrangely overlook'd, and now that a wide 
Door of much Service was opened to him, and 
He was in that Stage of Life, wherein a Mi- 
niſter muſt be reckon'd to have attain'd to the 
Height of all his Capacities for Uſefulneſs; 
That Gop, I fay, ſhould call him away as it 
were in haſte, when under theſe Circumſtan- 
ces; muſt to ſerious Perſons appear to be avery 
dark and melancholy Providence. I hope you 
will all of you think your ſelves not a little con. 
cern'd to enquire and ſearch into the Cauſes of 
it. But, | 

Stay, You have reaſon to lament your Los 
becauſe of the Uncertainty and Difhculty of 
getting it made up again. I believe there are 
many of you not without your Apprehenſions 
and Concern on theſe Accounts. It is not fo 
long, that you can have forgotten the Time it 
ſpent, and the Trouble you had in fixing my 
deccaſed Brother among you, which exposd 
you to ſome Inconyenicnces. 

Should you be long without a Miniſter, you 
may ſuffer on that Account. A Congregation 
may dwindle; Hearers drop away, and the 
Members themſelves diſperſe when they have 
not a ſettled Miniſter to attend upon. 

On the contrary ſhould you be too preci- 

pitant and haſty, That may be prejudicial to you. 
* { Imention it with a juſt Concern that the 


What is ſet here in Brackets, I underſtand has given Offene 
to ſome, that have heard of it, which has oblig'd me to have !: 
printed Word for Word as it was preach'd. I confeſs it is in! 
Plain and homely Stile, which has made me reflect on that Saying of 
Terence, Obſequium amicos Veritas odium parit. But if any think ther? 
was no reaſon for the Caution, I muſt craye leave to differ from them. 


Cit- 


7 


Circumſtances of the Diſſenters, are not the 


ſame that they have been in former Times. You 
have reaſon to look about you, to be diligent 
in your Enquiries, and to know your Man 


| throughly before you fix your Choice. Some 
of our Churches of late have thought themſelves 
pyery well ſupply'd with their Miniſters, and yet 
| afterwards have been forc'd to part with thoſe 
very Miniſters. Some have not been fo ſound, 


others not ſo good as they ſhould be. I ſpeak 


not this, the Lord knows, as having any De- 


light in Reflection, but as judging it neceſſary 
by way of Caution, and I wiſh with all my 


| Heart there were no Occaſion for it. Your Dif- 


ficulties may be great on theſe Accounts. 

Again you may be divided in your Opinions 
and Sentiments about one to ſucceed. Have 
you not met with ſomething of this already? 


A Difference in Sentiments about a Miniſter, 
may, (unleſs there be a great deal of Grace and 


Prudence) excite Contentions; and when a Fire 
is begun, the Enemy will be diligent in blow- 
ing the Coals. Thro' theſe Contentions, Per- 
ſons may fall at laſt to oppoſing one another out 
of Pride, Humour, Paſſion, and Party-Intereſt, 


and when Matters are come to this paſs, a 


Church is in the greateſt Danger of dividing and 
being broken to pieces. hy 

Beſides all this, it may be uncertain, and dif- 
ficult to find one that ſhall in all reſpects give 


you the Satisfaction you had in him that is re- 


mov d. Suppoſing you meet with one that ſhall 
equal him in Furniture and miniſterial Abilities, 
8 yet 
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yet he may fall ſhort of him in the Humility, 
Meekneſs, Tenderneſs, and Sweetneſs of his 
Temper; He may fall ſhort of him in Experi. 
ence and Prudence. Or grant He prove a more 
able Preacher (which to find may be ſomewhat 
difficult) yet He may not under that Character 
be altogether fo ſuitable to you. Or alloy 
him to be as able and ſuitable, who knows 
whether Gop will give him the like Succcſ; 

Theſe are Suggeſtions that I have thought pro. 
per to mention as ſo many Grounds and Reaſon; 
why People (and you eſpecially) ought to be 
impreſſed with a ſenfible Grief and A ffliction, 
upon their being depriv'd of an able, ſuitable 
and ſucceſsful Miniſter. It may be a good while, 
and not without much Difficulty, Ser their 
| Loſs can be made up to them, yea it is un. 
certain whether in all reſpects it ſhall ever be ſo. 
One Conſideration which put thoſe at Mzletus 
into ſuch a Paſſion of weeping, upon their part. 
ing with the Apoſtle Paul, was, no doubt, the 
Apprehenſion they had of neyer meeting again 
with ſuch another. But, 

thy, Another Conſideration that ought to 
affect you, is the Fear leſt Gon may have de. 
privd you of him in Diſpleaſure. The Death 


of a godly Miniſter may be an Indication of 
Wrath, and whenit is thus it is a ſore Caſe. It Þ 


may be, and is ſometimes, a Preſage of dread- 
ful Judgment coming on a People. After 2 


faithful Shepherd is taken away, a grievous 


Wolf may be permitted to come in his room, 
who inſtead of feeding the Flock ſhall devour 


and d 
of thi 
| obſer\ 
them 
mong 
pas ſt 
jour 6 
| verſe 
| them. 
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and deſtroy it. Thoſe Words in the 29h yerſe 
of this Chapter went near their Hearts, as I 
| obſerved in opening of the Text, and griev'd 
them Exceedingly. 1 know this, that after 
| my departing, ſhall grievous Wolves enter in a- 
| mong you, not ſparing the Flock. And which 
vas ſtill more cutting, He farther adds, Alſo of 
| jour own ſefves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking per- 
| verſe things, to draw away Diſciples after 
| them. 


Beſides, the leſſening the Number of holy 


| Miniſters may in ſome Caſes be an Indication 
and Preſage of Judgments on a Nation. When 
| he removeth his Watchmen, and their Mouths 


are cloſed, who were uſed to be our faithful 
Admoniſhers ; we have All, reaſon to fear the 
Conſequence of it. GoD's taking away his 


| Miniſters by a premature and untimely Death, 


may be like the Angels haſtening of Lot out of 
Haom that was devoted to Deſtruction; He 
ſometimes houſes his Seryants, that they may 
not ſee the Evil He is bringing on the Earth. 
When thoſe are called away, who by their fer- 
vent Prayers have obtain'd many a Bleſling, 
and ayerted the Execution of many a Judgment 
upon the Nation, it affords matter of the deep- 
eſt Affliction. Upon Elijah's being taken to 
Heaven, Eliſha cried out, making bitter La- 
mentation, My Father, my Father, the Chari- 
ot of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof, 2 Kin. 
1.12, q. d. He is gone, who by his Example, 


Counſels, Prayers, and Power with Gop, did 
more for the Defence and Preſervation of 1/74- 


5 el, 
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el, than they could otherwiſe have done with Þ 


all their armed Force. That Nation is reducd 
to a ſad Extremity, which lies like a Ficld 


with its Hedge broken down, and there arc 


none to repair it. Judgments are breaking in 
upon them, and they, who had Power with 


Go in Prayer, are taken away. I ſought fr 


a Man among them that fhould make up the 


Hedge, and ſtand in the Gap before me for th: 


Land, that I ſhould not deſtroy it; but I found 
none. Therefore have ] poured out mine Indi 


nation, I have conſumed them with the Fire i 
my Wrath, their own way have J recompenſed 


upon their Heads, ſaith the Lord Gop, Ez, 
XX11. 31. I ſhall add but one Conſideration 


more that lies expreſly before us in the Text 


And this 1s, 


7*y, And laſtly, That the Loſs of a godly 
uſeful Miniſter is a great Loſs and much to be 
lamented, becauſe when taken away by Death, 
you ſhall ſee him no more. This was the Com 
ſideration that gave the greateſt Accent to the 
_ Grief of thoſe in my Text, upon their parting 
with the Apoſtle. - They ſorrowed moſt of all 
for the Word which He ſpake, that they ſhouli 
ſee his Face no more; not merely becauſe they i 
ſhould be deprivd of his bodily Preſence, but 
as that would bereave them of his Miniſtry # 


and the Bencfit of his Labours. 


Your Miniſter is gone, never to return again, 
*till we all appear before 1 Scat of 
ork upon Earth, Þ 


Chriſt. He hath finiſhed his“ 


and an Ehd*is put to his miniſterial Services 
| | here. 
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th here. There are thoſe I doubt not who, hav- 
ding loſt their faithful Miniſters, would be glad 


a to travel many Miles to ſee and hear them 
e again; but the Separation that is made by Death, 
in cuts off all Expectation of that Kind. We 
th WF are generally moſt ſenſible of the Worth of our 
fr Mercies in the Want of them. How Gop 
% may deal with particular Perſons, or Families, 


th or with a Church after the Death of their Mi- 
1d niſter ; or what may be the State of Things with 
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he) you in your Duty, to diſpenſe the Bread of 
but Life to you, to adviſe you by his Counſels, to 
ſir anſwer your Difficulties, to help you in your 
| Temptations, to pity, pray for, and comfort 
ain, you under all your bodily and ſpiritual Afflic- 
of tions. I am fatisfy'd there are not a few, who 
rt, remember how ſerviceable He was to them in 
cc All theſe Regards. But now you can have 85 
I ar- 


reference to the Publick, what Calamities may 
come upon us as a Nation, is a Secret. But 
ſe this is certain, that whatever be your Circum- Ut 
4. ſtances, you will never have him more among Al 
ion you, to afford you his Help and A ſſiſtance. In ql 
ext, how many Inſtances ſoever Gop was pleaſed to 9 
render his Miniſtry profitable to you, they are | 
dj now at an End, fo far as they reſpect him. You'll il 
be have him no more as a publick Inſtructor, or V 
th, F as a private Friend. Whilſt He continu'd with il 
on. you, He was a burning and a ſhining Light, Mi 
the and you refoyced in it. But He is now taken 4 
ing out of the Candleſtick, and gone to ſhine in 1 
4 the Kingdom of his Father. He will be with 1 
1 you no more to inform your Minds, to inſtru& | 
| 


— 
— — 
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farther Benefit from him. You'll ſee him no 
more for theſe Ends and Purpoſes, how much 
ſoever his Preſence might be deſir'd by you. 
His next Appearance will be in the Capacity of 
a Witneſs, either for, or againſt you, and an 
Aſſeſſor with Chriſt in Judgment. In this 
World you will ſee his Face no more, 


By this Time TI hope I have ſufficiently con- 
firmd the Argument I laid down. And 


I have inſiſted upon all theſe Things, on pur- 


poſe to affect your Hearts with a becoming 
Senſe of what has befallen you, in order hereby 
to awaken your Conſideration, and diſpoſe you 
to hearken to the Yoice of this Rod, and him 
that hath appointed it. The afflictive Diſpenſa- 


tion you are under is a ſpeaking Diſpenſation. 


There is a loud Voice in it. May Gop help you to 
underſtand the Things which are ſpoken by it, 
that you may lay them to Heart and give Glory 


70 Him, by all the Acts of a ſincere Humiliation, 


I have been inform'd, that your Reverend 
aged Paſtor, (who muſt be ſuppos'd to know 


your State and Circumſtances better than I do, 


and might challenge your Regard beyond 
what I ſhall pretend to) did excite you the laſt 
Lord's Day to examine your ſelves, to ſearch 
your Hearts, your Houſes, and all things that 


relate to you in order to find out the Sins, 


which may have provoked Gop to lay you un- 
der ſo ſevere a Providence, and contend with 
you in the Manner He hath done. This does 
excuſe my ſaying any thing farther to you of the 
like Tendency. 1 : 
| ON- 
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I only make it my earneſt Requeſt and 
Prayer that you would humble your ſelves un- 
der the mighty Hand of Gop. That you 
would not only mourn for the great Bleſſing 
you have been ſo ſoon and unexpectedly de- 
priy'd of, at a Time, and under ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, as make your Loſs exceeding great; 
but that you would mourn chiefly and princi- 
pally for the Sins which have procur d it. 

Did it evidently appear, that you are tru- 
ly ſenſible of the Lord's Hand being ſtretch'd 
out againſt you, and that you are rightly af- 
fected under this melancholy and threatning 
Diſpenſation ; it would give good ground to 
hope, that tho' at preſent He has made a ſore 
Breach upon you, yet in due Time He will re- 
pair and make it up again. Therefore, that I 
may not leave you altogether comfortleſs, I 
ſhall ſay ſomething to the, 


III. General I proposd, which is to ſhew 
you what may be offerd for your Support 
and Comfort under your great Affliction. I 


can do little more than name Things. It 


ſhould yield you Comfort to know and be 
aſſured, ; 

1* That tho Go p has taken from you an 
under Shepherd, you are ſtill under the Care of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the chief Shepherd and 
Biſhop of Souls. Such of you as are his Sheep 
indeed, may reſt afſurd, that He will not be 
wanting in his Concern for you. Tho our 


| deceaſed Friend can be of no farther Service to 
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you, yet Chriſt knows all your Circumſtances 
and all your Wants. You are till under his 
Eye, and upon his infinitely tender Heart, as 
thoſe, that are given him of the Father, and 
lodg'd as a Truſt in his Hands. He knoy; 
every one of you by Name, and is ever care. 
ful of you. I know my Sheep, and I give un. 
to them eternal Life, and they ſhall never pe. 
_riſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of ny 
Hand, John x. 28. This ſhould comfort thoſe 
of you that truly fear Gop. 'Tho' afflicted un. 
der your Loſs, yet be not wholly diſcourag', 
You are ſtill in ſafe Hands. For, 
2%, He is at the Head of all Affairs, and is 
the wiſe, as well as arbitrary Diſpoſer of all 
Things. If you are duly humbled under the 
preſent Providence He can make up your Los 
not only in all reſpects as before, but with Ad. 
vantage. He that hath ordained Officers for 
his Church, can order, appoint, and ſend one 
to you, who ſhall ſtill carry on the Purpoſes of 
his Grace concerning you, yea thro his Bleſling 
do it more effectually than ever. The Hearts of 
Miniſters are in his Hands, both to incline di- 
rect and influence them as He pleaſes. 
3%, The Reſidue of the Spirit is with Him, to 
qualify and raiſe up others in the Room of thoſe 
He hath taken from us. Men of equal Abilities in 
all regards, and if need be, ſuperior to them. All 
Power is given unto Him in Heaven and in 
Earth, for the good of His Church, Matth. 
xxviii. 18. He hath aſcended on high, He hat 
led Captivity captive, He hath received Gifts 


for 


| (9175 

| for Men; to diſpenſe to every one ſeverally as 

He pleaſes. | 

S gb, He is full of Compaſſion, and feeling- 

y touched with his People's Wants. hen He 

d ſaw the Multitudes, He wns moved with Com- 

* paſſion on them becauſe they fainted, and were 
* WF ſcattered abroad, as Sheep having no Shepherd, 

„Matth. ix. 36. He is that good Shepherd which 
nid down his Life for his Sheep, and having 

| purchaſed them with his Blood, He will not 

fail to make ſuitable Proviſion for them. When 


tt appears to be otherwiſe, tis a Sign that Chriſt 

l has but little Intereſt in thoſe Flocks. 

FF 5%, And laſtly, He has bound himſelf by 
5 W Promiſe to take care of his People. He will 
l W have a Church, and has given his Word that 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, 
5 Match. xvi. 18. If fo, He will not forget to 
. | provide it with proper Officers who ſhall main- 
cia and defend it. He has promiſed to be 


c with his Miniſters always to the End of the 
bf Jorld ; ſo long then as He hath a Church in 
o W the World, it ſhall not be left wholly deſtitute 
of proper Perſons to miniſter unto it. He that 
„dids us, pray the Lord of the Harveſt, that 

He will ſend forth Labourers into his Har- 
0 veſt, Matth. ix. 38. will take Care that ſuch 


c Prayers be anſwered. See you do not by your 
n ins render your ſelves unworthy of Miniſters, 
l and you ſhallnot be in want of them. 

11 Well then, my Friends, you that are ſeriouſly 
. affected with the Senſe of your Loſs, be not 
b © dejcted or oyerwhclm'd as in a Cale that is 


Q t F | wholly 
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wholly remedileſs. Be you found in the Way 

of your Duty, and you "ſhall not be in wan 
of Mercy ; as to this Particular Chriſt will pro. 
vide for you. But if for the Sins of others, 
He ſhall leave you under a Cloud as a Congre. 
gation; yet as to thoſe of you, that truly belong to 
him, you ſhall be precious to hin, and ever on 
his Mind for good. 

I might now ſay ſomething for the Comfort 

of his Family: But they were ſo well inſtruct. I A 
ed by him that is gone, as makes me hope, they 


are for that reaſon in leſs need of my Help, 1 
The Widow knows that the Lord will be her 1 7 
Husband, and may ſhe by Faith caſt her Fu. 3 
therleſs Children upon how. May the Chil. 
dren follow the good Inſtructions and Exam. 

ple of their godly Father! And then this Aﬀic. 

tion, tho' the bittereſt they ever met with, ſhall 

turn to their good. The ſame Lord that has 

the Care of Churches, has the Care alſo of pious 
Families. What is wanting in my Counſel,! 

deſire to make up in my Prayers for them. 


IV. I Conclude all with a Mord or t::0y 
way of Direction. 

if Lament your Sins, till you ſhall have 
reaſon to believe that Gop has pardon'd them ; 
and never ceaſe praying till He has ſet you on 
praiſing Him for the repairing of this Breach. 

2% Remember and improve the ſcaſonable 
Inſtructions, Counſels, and Exhortations you 
had from your deceaſed Miniſter during that | 
Space of Time He was with you. 


„ diy 
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zay, Improve what Help you may yet have 


| by the Will of Gop from your aged Paſtor who 


Nil ſurvives. 
a, And laſtly, Be at Peace among your 


| tires. Beware of all thoſe Evils for time to 


come, that gave you ſo much Trouble and 


© Diſturbance in the Choice of an that is taken 


from you. 


And now, Brethren, I commend you to Gon, 
and the Word of his Grace, which is able to 
buld you up, and to give you an Inheritance 
among all them that are ſanftified. 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


LIFE and CHARACTER 


Mr. William Hocker. 


T is to be wiſh'd, that in order 
to do Juſtice to ſo good a Nr 
and ſo worthy a Miniſter, I could 
have made uſe of his own Memo 

| rials; which would have furniſh 

me no doubt with a much more ample and ct: 
tertaining Account, than for want of them, | 
am capable of giving: But they being in Chi 
raters not to be explain d, we muſt content oui 
ſelves with ſuch things only, as lay open to tl 

Obſervation of all that knew him; except ſon 

Particulars, which I have receiv'd from his mol 
intimate Friends and' old —— and 
eee eee & . 


; 


( 37 ) 
ſome I can atteſt my ſelf, having known him 
for about the Space of forty Years. 

He was born of very religious and reputable 
Parents, at Trelill near WVardbridee in Cornwal; 
and ſent to Grammar-Learning under the Care of 
the Reverend Mr. 7oſeph Halſey, a pious and 
worthy Divinc in that Neighbourhood. * © The 
want of a convenient School had put him upon 
* teaching his own Children: And this was no 
* ſooner known, than his Houſe was throng'd 
* with Gentlemen's Sons of the beſt Rank : 
How well He diſcharg'd that Truſt, many 
Gentlemen and Miniſters, Conformiſts as 
* well as others, will readily teſtify.” As He 
was a good Judge of the Capacitics of his Scho- 
lars, and the Proſpect they gave of future uſe- 
fulneſs; ſo from what he obſcrv'd in our de- 
ceaſed Friend of an uncommon Seriouſneſs 


and Diligence, accompanied with a peculiar 
ſweetneſs of Temper, He ſignify' d it as his O- 


pinion to his Parents, that it might be of con- 
ſiderable Service to the Church of Gop, if they 
devoted him to the Miniſtry, which according- 


ly they did. 


When a very little Child, he was obſcrv'd 
to retire often by himſelf. Great notice was 
taken of the Meekneſs of his Spirit. In his 
Diverſions he took great Delight in acting the 
Part of a Miniſter : "Tis ſaid of Athanaſins T 


+ See Dr. Calamy in his Account of the ejected Miniſtcrs, &c. 
Vol. II. p. 1438. See Dr. Caves Hiſtory of the Fa- 
thers, and Gauſſenus quoting this Paſſage to the ſame purpoſe, in 
his Diſſertation De Stiadii Theologici Ratione. = 
na 80 that 
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that Alexander then Biſhop of Alexandria 
having obſery'd him in play to imitate the 
Function of a Biſhop ; He committed him to 
his Parents with a ſolemn Charge, they ſhould 
give him an Education that might render him 


fit for the Office. If any regard is to be had 
to ſuch a Circumſtance, as an early Indication 
of the ſpecial Work and Service a Perſon is 
intended for, it was conſpicuous in our decealcd 
Brother. 

When at School he had a very narrow El. 
cape from Yrowning. Running with others 
along the Sands on the Sea Shore, in eager 
_ Purſuit of a Fox that was chas d down thither, 
the Tide flowing in, He was by a Wave ſud- 
denly waſh'd into the Sea, and thro the Force 
of it ſo grovel'd in the Sand at bottom, that 
with great Difficulty He was recover'd, not 
without hazard of Life to thoſe that ran preſent- 
ly to his Aſſiſtance. This Deliverance made 
a deep Impreſſion on his Mind: He usd to 
mention it with great thankfulneſs, and was 
very cautious ever after of venturing on that 
Element. 

It pleasd Gop to honour him, who firſt ad. 
visd his Education for the Miniſtry, to be the 
Inſtrument of his Converſion when a Lad at 
School ; ſo early was he prepar'd as a Veſſel of 
| Honour ſanttify'd unto the Maſter's Uſe. The 
thorough change of his Mind, He dated from a 
Sermon deliyer'd by his Maſter, (who was an 
excellent Preacher as well as Inſtructer of Youth) 
under which He was ſo exceedingly * 

that 


his! 
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that He was forc d to retire into a Field to dis- 


burthen and vent himſelf. He has often ſigni- 
fy'd how much he usd to be impreſsd by his 
Miniſtry, but this was a Seaſon aboye all the 
reſt, which He could never forget. An inti- 


mate Friend has acquainted me, That under the 


Exerciſes of his Mind it was uſual with him to 


| retire into by Places, and thro' the Exceſſes of 
| Grief and Joy alternate, He would be fo engag d 


as to forget ro cat his Bread ; ſuch was his Con- 
cern and the abſtraction of his Thought, that He 
deny'd himſelf the neceſſary Reliefs that Nature 


E call'd for. By a great Pain in his Head, which 


was occaſion'd by a fall upon the Ice, He was 
depriy'd of an excellent tenacious Memory, 


| that ſcarce loſt any thing once receiv d that was 


wotth keeping, and this oblig'd him to pen his 


| Sermons to his dying Day. 


Having paſs'd thro' Grammar-Learning, He 
was by his School-maſter's Recommendation 
ſent. to London, and placd under the Tuition 
of Mr. Charles Morton * who then kept a pri- 
vate Academy at Newzmgton Green, and who 
was likewiſe my honoured Tutor, till the Time 
I went abroad, The Remembrance of this 
worthy Perſon will not ſuffer me to mention 
his Name but-with the greateſt Veneration and 
Eſtean. It was here that I had the Happineſs 


| of my firſt Acquaiztance with Mr. Hocker. 


In his Behaviour at this Place, He wasan Ex- 


ample of great Scriouſneſs ;. noted for his Gift 


* See a juſt Account of him by Dr. Calamy, Vol. II. p. 14. 
| | in 
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in Prayer at that early Age; for the natural 
ſweetneſs of his Temper and his diligent Appli- 
cation to Study. The Improvement He made 
in Knowledge, and the laudable Manner in 
which He perform'd his Exerciſes, gave his Tu- 
tor and his Friends a pleaſing proſpect of future 
Uſefulneſs. A young Gentle woman from Bar. 
badoes related to his Tutor was much wrought 
upon by the Example of his Piety, who with 
her Mrother upon their Return to that 1/land 
Was taken by a Jallee Man, and carried away 

Captive to Mequznez. They were ſtript of all 
they had, only the Daughter found Means to 
keep a Manuſcript of Chriſtian Counſel and 
Advice, which Mr. Hocker, when ſhe left Enz- 
land, drew up for her Uſe, as a DireQory 
of Life #. The Mother after ſhe had liv'd ſeve. 
ral Years in Captivity with her Daughter, was 
ſet at Liberty, but the latter was oblig'd to con- 
tinue. When ſhe came to England ſhe declar'd, 
of how great Uſe that ſinall. Piece of Mr. 
Hocker's, was both to her and her Daughter in 
their Affliction, it being the only Memoran. 


* The young Gentlewoman was preſented to the Emperor 0: 
Fez and Morocco, who was ſo taken with her Beauty, thit no 
Means of Allurement were uneſſay'd to make her renounce her 
Religion, which not prevailing, ſhe was beaten in a moſt baroz- 
rous Manner, her Skin laid open in ſeveral Places and fill'd vt 
Gunpowder which they ſet Fire to; yet all this while ſhe continu 
ſtedfaſt. When they had almoſt kill'd her. the Emperor {ai be 
would take her as ſhe was Accordingly he married her, and 1 
became one of his four Queens (their voluptuous Region allow: 
ing four Wives, whoſe Children have [as I am inform d] a rigb: 
to Inheritance) and as many other Women as they pleaſe. See 
Le Clerc's hiſtorical Dictionary, | } 
| | 11100 
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dum they were ſuffer d to have with them of; 
Chriſtianity. 
At the latter End of King Charless Reign, 


Mr. Morton was ſo infeſted with Proceſſes from 


the Biſhop's Court, as forc d him to deſiſt from 
his Employment, and retire to New England; 
which occaſion'd Mr. Zocker's return to his native 
Country, where he purſu'd his private Studies: 
andGopmade him of Ule to ſettle Affairs among 
his Relations to their mutual Satisfaction, which 
He has taken Notice of as a favourable Provi- 
dence, During his ſtay there, his Prudence and 
Picty gain d him a great Eſteem among thoſe 
He convers d with. His worthy learned Friend 
and Countryman, to whom I am oblig'd for ſe- 
veral Particulars in this Account, acquaints me, 


that the firſt Impreſſions he had of Eſteem for 


him were when he was about the 13" Year of 
his Age, and about the Time Mr. Hocker had 
niſh'd his Academical Studies; when being at 
his Father's Home, He was taken Notice of to 
him by his godly Parents as a great Exemplar, 
in whom the Grace of Gop ſhined forth with 
uncommon Luſtre, that claim'd the Attention 
of all with whom He convers'd, and left a ſweet 
Odour behind him, when He came to this City. 
London] Thro' a long Series of Years that 
he never ſaw his Face, he did not forget thoſe 
Impreſſions he receiv d from him in his Child- 


hood. 


After ſome time ſpent | in Cornwal, his native 
Country, He came back to London, reſolving 


now to engage in ſuch initiatory Services as 


G might 
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might farther qualify him for the Work of the 
Miniſtry to which He had devoted himſelf, as 
well as He had been devoted by his Parents, 
The Work he firſt engag'd in was that of 2 
Chaplain to a worthy Family at Edmonton; 
where, beſides his daily Exerciſe, He was usd 
to preach a Sermon every Lord's-Day Evening, 
on which the People in the Neighbourhool 
were permitted to attend, and Gop own'd him 
greatly. 

W hilſt officiating here, He receivd an Inyi. 
tation to accept the paſtoral Charge of a People 
at ſome Miles Diſtance. This gave no ſmall 
Concern to the Family in which He reſided, 
nor did it leſs to thoſe in the Neighbourhood, 
who became importunate for his ſtay with them; 
but that which made the deepeſt Impreſſion upon 
him was, the ſurprizing and numerous Accounts 
He receivd of the great Good He had done by 
his preaching among them. Whereupon his 
Aims being more at doing Good, than ſeck- 
ing great Things for himſelf, and finding his 
Heart to yearn moſt tenderly towards thoſe 
among whom Gor had own'd him above what 
He imagin'd (as He told ſome grave and worthy 
Miniſters with whom He conſulted,) He did, 
with their Approbation and Advice, divert his 
Thoughts from hearkning to a Call elſewhere, 
and determin d to ſettle With them; to many 
of whom, God had already made him a ſpiritu- 
al Father. Upon this Encouragement, He 
chearfully took up with a ſmall People of his 
own forming, and having been ſometime after 
; regu- 
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E regularly ſet apart for the Work of the Miniſtry, 


He became the ſucceſsful Inſtrument of laying 
the firſt Foundations of a Church in that Place, 
which thro' the wonderful Bleſſing of Gop up- 
on his Labours, did afterwards zncreaſe and 
multiply beyond what could be expected. 

There He continu'd for above thirty Years 
exerciſing as much Pains and Diligence, with 
a very mean and ſtrait Allowance for moſt 
Part of the Time, as He could have done under 
the greateſt Plenty of outward Encouragements. 
But what was wanting in this reſpedt, Go D 
was pleas d to make up to him in the Succeſs of 
his Miniſtry ; which Conſideration was of great- 
er Sway with him than any other whatſoever. 
Indeed the ſmallneſs and uncertainty of his In- 
come, was ſometimes a Diſcouragement to him, 
and inclin'd him to liſten to the Propoſals which 
were made him by his Friends for a Remoyal, 
but then He has obſervd, that when his Way 


did ſeem to lie open, Gob has been pleas d at 


that very time to give him new Seals to his Mi- 
niſtry, which did ſo engage his Heart to that 


People, that He could not be prevail d with to 
leave them. 


To give a particular Relation of all the In- 


| ſtances in which Gop did ſignally bleſs his Mini- 
ſtry in this Place, would oblige me to write a 
| large Hiſtory. I have heard of ſeveral, who 


from poor ignorant, illiterate, extremely ſtupid 


Creatures, by his Inſtruction and Care, did be- 
| come knowing, judicious, prudent and uſeful 


en Others, being vain, carnal, looſe 
G 2 | and 
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and vicious Perſons, were captivated to the Faith 
and Obedience of Chriſt. Others, that have 
come out of mere Curioſity have been ſo taken 
with his Miniſtry, that they could not leave it, 
nor could any Diſſuaſions or T hreatnings of 
Friends withold them from it, and have after. 
wards proved very ſerious and exemplary Chri. 
ſtians. 


Nor was his Miniſtry more noted for its 


Power to ſtrike the Conſcience, than it was 
for healing it when wounded ; not more for 
bringing in of wandring Souls, than building up 
of thoſe who were once brought in. There are 
none that had any Taſte of ſerious Religion, 
or had fat for any 'T ime under his Miniſtry, but 
muſt be ready to atteſt this. Inſtances are well 
known of thoſe who under great Fears and 
Doubts about their ſpiritual State, have recciy'd 
much Peace and Comfort by his Diſcourſes 
when they could not get it elſewhere, A Per- 
| ſon of ſome Note and Figure, who had been 
long under Trouble of Mind, and durſt not 
come to the Lord's Table, being caſt by the 
Providence of Gop under his Miniſtry, at a 
Time when that Ordinance was to be admini- 
ſtred, receiv'd ſo much Satisfaction from the Ser- 


mon He preach'd before it, as to deſire Admiſli- 


on, and found unſpeakable Comfort in rencw- 
ing her Covenant with Gop. 

I mention this the rather, for a ſpecial Cir- 
cumſtance that attended it in relation to him- 
ſelf, which was, that this Diſcourſe by which 
He anſwer'd, fo fully the Doubts of this poot 

afflied 
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afflicted Gentlewoman, He was directed to in 
a particular Manner. Having choſen another 
Text to preach upon, his Thoughts were ſo 
hamper'd and perplex'd about it, He could not 
go forward, but was compell'd at laſt to think 
on another. And that which He preach'd up- 
on, occurring to his Mind, He no ſooner be- 


N gan upon it, than his Thoughts flow'd in faſter 


than his Pen could write, and He never made a 
Sermon with more Eaſe and Expedition in his 
Life. I do not obſerve this as peculiar to him- 
ſelf, but to ſhew that we Miniſters may ſome- 


times by the ſecret Hand of Gop be diverted 
from what we deſign'd to ſomething elſe, on 


purpole to meet with ſome particular Perſo 
and Caſes that we little think of. EY 
Whilſt Gop was pleaſed thus to own his Ser- 
vant labouring with ſmall Encouragement in 
his Vineyard, the Care He took of him in his 
Providence is alſo to be taken Notice of. There 


mare none who make Obſervation, but in the Oc- 


currences of Life will have Occaſion to re- 
mark the Concern of Providence in their Pre- 


| ſervation. Many things of this Nature were 


doubtleſs obſery'd by our Brother, which for the 


| Reaſon firſt mention'd we can't attain to the 


knowledge of. I ſhall only relate an Inſtance 


or two which were known to his Friends. In the 


Time of his being at Edmonton, a Fire happen'd 


in a Barn very near to his dwelling Houſe, and 
but a few Feet diſtant from a ſmall wooden Te- 
| nement He had purchaſed. Gob order'd it ſo, 
| that both were preſcry'd, whilſt an Houle on the 


oppo- 
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oppoſite fide of the Road, and at a great Di. 


ſtance, was conſum'd by the Fury of the Flames. 
Many reflected upon this as a ſpecial Provi. 
dence. Our Brother was ſo ſenſible of it, that 
He reſolv'd that little Tenement ſhould never 


be demoliſh'd during his Life, but ſtand as a 


Monument to him of the preſerving Goodneſs 


of Gop. At another time a wicked Wretch 


planted himſelf in a Lane thro' which He was 
us d to paſs, with a full Reſolution, that if He 
came that Way, he would be his Death. He 
was unaccountablydiverted from returning home 


thro that Lane as his Cuſtom was, and thereby 


preſcry'd, He knew not his Danger, till ſome 
time after, when this poor Creature ſent for 
him as he lay a dying, and in great Horror of 
Conſcience confeſsd it to him, and earneſtij 


| begg'd his Prayers. 


I come now to the laſt Stage of his Life, 
which was his Remove from Edmonton to Lon. 


don. The Perſon who was a great Inſtrument 


in his Call hither has acquainted me, that when 
he made his firſt Addreſs to him concerning 
this Matter, He anſwer'd to the Effect follow- 
ing: That He was at the Diſpoſe of his great 
Maſter, that He would ſee his Call very clear 


before He would accept; and therefore, defird 


time to weigh the Propoſition. It was a conli- 


derable Interval before that Perſon met him a 
gain, during which, He ſought the Lord earn- 
eſtly, conſulted ſeveral of his faithful Friends 
and Brethren, weigh'd all things duly, and up- 
on the whole, there appear d many T hingsand 


Cir- 
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| Circumſtances, which being put together, gave 
him reaſon to conclude that his Call was clear. 


One Conſideration, among many others, which 


did greatly tend to make him caly upon his 
Removal was this, That whereas till of late 
the Allowance of his People was ſo ſmall, that 
had He left them there was not ſufficient to en- 
courage a fit Perſon to come and ſettle among 
them; now, Matters were upon a much better 
| Foot, and in ſuch a Condition, as to remove 
that ObjeQtion, and with it the Fear of his Peo- 


ple's remaining deſtitute of a Supply. 
Upon his firſt coming to the People where 


He filled his Labours, He was acceptable to 
| moſt, and at laſt to all, even many that oppos d 
his coming: And from ſo many Ways, and ſo 
many Perſons, did He frequently hear of the 
| Succeſs of his Miniſtry; that it not only con- 
firm d him in his Removal and gave him Peace 
of Mind, but made him abundantly joyful. 
The Congregation, that thro the bodily Infir- 
| mitics of their aged Paſtor; the want of ſuit- 
able Aſſiſtance; = other Incidents,had been un- 
der ſome Diſcouragements, were much reviv'd 
and comforted. Great was the Satisfaction, 
| the People had in ſo worthy a Perſon to aſſiſt 
them, nor was that leſs on his ſide, which He 
had in them. But when all things appcar'd to 
their mutual Wiſhes, and there ſeem'd to be 

nothing wanting to make a Miniſter and Peo- 
ple happy in one another; the one going on 
chearfully and proſperouſly in his Work, and 
the other partaking largely of the pleaſant and 


Profit. 
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profitable Fruits of his Labours, then it pleaſed 


Gov, (who is righteous in all his Ways, and 
holy in all his Works, even thoſe that are above 


our ſearching out) after the ſhort Space of two 


Years or a little more, unexpectedly to call home 
this his Servant, when in the midſt of his great. 
eſt Uſefulneſs, leaving the aged Paſtor of the 
Congregation behind, who was grown almoſt 
wholly uſeleſs, : weary of Life, and longing for 
a Releaſe. Some time before his Death He took 
Cold, which was increas d upon his going to 
pay a Viſit to an honoured Perſon at a ſmall 


Diſtance in the Country, where He ſpent the 
Lord's Day, and tho indiſpos'd preach'd both 


Parts of it. Upon his Return, He was ſeizd 
with a violent Fever, which after a few Days 
Sickneſs put an End to his Life on the 1 2" of 
December 1721, and in the 59h Year of his 
Age. 


His CHARACTER. 
A few Words of this ſhall conclude my 


Account, 


THE Excellency of his natural Tempet, 
with the Grace of Gop ſuperadded t0 
it, has given him the Advantage in Character 
above many. His cariy Converſion pry 
im 
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nim from thoſe Blemiſhes of Life, which many 


1 holy Men have confeſsd with fhame, and la- 
wented to their dying Day. As He feard Gop 
not only from his Youth but Childhood, ſo his 
2 WW whole Life appear'd to be one continu'd Thread 
and even Tenour of ſerious and unaffected God- 
4 lineſs. Sincerity being the Thing He aim'd at, 
1 1 nothing ſeem' d more contrary to his Temper 
” than an Air of Vanity and Oſtentation. Eve- 


, iy thing He did was cover'd with a Veil of 
"8 Modeſty. Thoſe things which pals'd between 
600 ing his Soul being conceal'd in Characters, 
ve can ſay nothing of him but what was open 
and viſible. 
Ne was a great Example of Meckneſs; I dont 
remember I ever ſaw him in a Paſſion, and I 
believe, thoſe that were moſt converſant with 
him, ſeldom ſaw him tranſported. _ 
| The Grace of Humility ſhone bright'y in 
him. The low Thoughts He had of himſelf 
and his Performances, would not ſuffer him to 
| publiſh any thing of his Works; tho' in the 
Opinion of good Judges, many of them did 
viell deſerve to be added to the publick Treaſu- 
ry of the Church. He eſteemed others better 
than himſelf. Few Men had leſs of Pride and 
Haughtineſs, or were more obſervable for a 
condeſcending Carriage to all Sorts of People. 
His love to Peace was very conſpicuous, No- 
thing more contrary to his Inclination and Tem- 
per than Strife and Contention, eſpecially about 
religious Matters. He durſt not conceal his 
| Own Sentiments, yet ſtrictly obſer d thoſe Rules 
; of 


— 
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of Decency, Reſpect and Love, which the 
Goſpel preſcribes in Relation to thoſe that dit. 
ferd from him, which has occaſion d a Report 
that is injurious to his CharaQter, and many 
know to be intirely groundleſs: But of this in 
its proper Place. 

He was of a very tender ſympathizing Spirit. 
The fceling Senſe He had of his own Burthens 
and Afflictions, made him very pitiful and com. 
paſſionate to others. When He met with 
Troubles, his conſtant recourſe was to Gop. 
Having laid them at his Feet, there He would 
reſt ; as knowing He could carry them no far. 


ther: And then his great Care was, to practice 


an intire Refi gnation and Submiſſion tothe Di. 


vine Will. Patience in bearing, and Patience 


in waiting Gop's Will and Pleufure, were love. 


ly Graces ; He CHICANO to be well acquainted = 


with. 
T ſhall ada no more to this Part of his Cha- 
racter as a Chriſtian, than his being a diligent 
obſerver of Providence. He ey'd it narrowly 


and was careful in minuting down his re. 


marks upon it. He found the Benefit of ſuch 
Obſervations many ways. His frequent review 
ing them, were no doubt a great Support and 
Comfort to him. 

As to his relative Religion, He had a duc 
regard to Go in his Family. And all that 


knew him, muſt know; that as a Hus. 


band, none could be more tender and loving ; 
As a Father none more affectionate, or more 


truly conecrn'd for the YET Ire of his Children; 


And 


iS 


And as a Maſter, ſcarce any more diſcreet or 


kind. 
He was a ſincere, faithful and faſt Friend. His 


| Charity to others, was not confin'd but extenſive; 
being inclin'd and ready to do good to all, and in 
all manner of Ways, that were in his Power. 
Such was his Piety and Prudence: Such his in- 
offenſive and obliging Behaviour, as gain'd him 
the Eſteem and Love of moſt He convers d with. 
Some have thought that within the Compaſs of his 
Acquaintance, He had as many hearty Friends 
and as few Enemies, as moſt in the like Circum- 
ſtances. People of all Perſuaſions carried it 
vith a diſtinguiſhing reſpect unto him. 


Having ſaid thus much of hzs perſonal Piety. 


I ſhall now add ſomething concerning his Cha- 
racter as a Miniſter of Chriſt. T may here ſh2w, 
WW how well He anſwer'd to the Qualifications men- 
tion d of a godly uſeful Miniſter in the forego- 
ing Sermon. 


In miniſterial Abilities He exceeded many, 


having by his great Diligence and Application in 
his younger Days, laid up a good Stock of ſubſtan- 
tial and uſeful Knowledge, by which Means, He 
became 4 Scribe well inſtructed unto the Ring- 
aom of Heaven, Skilful in the Jord of Righ- 
| trouſneſs, and able to bring out of his Treaſure 
Things new and old. 

| Being intruſted with the Miniſtry, it was his 
great Concern to approve himſelf faithful to his 
Light, and the Dictates of his Conſcience. As 


He kept back nothing of the Counſel of Go, 


lo He took care to inſiſt moſtly upon thoſe things, 


H-z | He 


n . - 
— —— On. 3 
2 SS ” ” 
Sp — g 
— 25.5 — 
— — 
2 - ag tes ˙ — — — 


y 
= : 
a5 4 
bt : 
. : 
55 1 
494 
14 
4 
el 
+ 
9 
1 
MY 


63 — —— 2 
— 258 — 
— — 2 


= r — ey 
—— 


T.... FF EG A ESE 


— 


2 6 ———— — 
a — — er rn eee 


. 
„ 


— one 
Pr ů —„- —— — re 


* 1 — 5 — 
7 £ 8 
— 
— — 


( F2 ) ; 
He judg d neceſſary to be believed and practiſcd Wh He 
to Salvation. What He preach'd He was ready gent: 
in the moſt publick Manner to own. In our NNigb 
late unhappy Differences, He was concern'd and 
deſirous to have his Name ſeen among thoſe 
that had ſubſcrib'd the great Article that relates 
to the DoQrine of the ever bleſſed Trinity. It 
is an injurious Reflection, which ſome have 
been too officious in caſting upon him, that He 
was drawn into it. I can ſolemnly Witneſs for 
him, that He did it, with thegreateſt Freedom 
and willingneſs, lamenting at the ſame time, 


that there were ſo many who ſhould refuſe, ani MM and 
not knowing how they could account for it. ſtan 
There are thoſe, who if need be, are ready to Wi able 
atteſt, That He thong ht it his Duty, and cou the 
not be at reſt till He had done it. | fay 
I take this Opportunity alſo to wipe off a R. 
proach from my ſelf, as if I had repented of Mi fict 
what I had done, and that I ſhould go mourn. WF 
ing for it to the Grave. I declare it utterly falſe, W. 
but believe; That indeed fo it would have been Ve 
if J had omitted what I have judg d, and do 80 
ſtill judge, to have been my Duty. I pry on 
 Gop moſt heartily to forgive thoſe, who h fir 
this and many other falſe Reports and ſubtile to 
Methods, have endeavour to injure my Repu- WW 7! 
tation, and to leſſen the ſmall Uſe, which Gon tl 


is pleas d to make of me. I bear ill Will to 1 


none, and have a great deal of Comfort, to find, E 
I dare not treat others as ſome have treated me. 0 
The Reader will excuſe this ſnort Digreſſion. b 


proceed in the Character of my Friend. 


n H 
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He was not more faithful than He was dili- 


gent and laborious in his Work, ſerving the Lord 
Night and Day, for a Courſe of many Years, 


and that, under many Diſcouragements, and 


* _ 
3 n * 


ſometimes in great Straits and Difficulties; not 

baulking his Duty when under Diſorder of Bo- 

dy, more fit to be in Bed than in the Pulpir. 

Denying himſelf the outward Advantages and 

| Comforts of Life for the good of his People: 
Continuing with them, all the while they were 

in no Condition to encourage any other Miniſter 

to come among them, in Caſe He had left them; 
and not leaving them till they were in Circum- 
© ſtances able to procure to themſelves an accept- 
able Supply. How He diſcharg'd his Duty for 
the little time He was here in London, I ſhall 
ay preſently, after I have obſerv'd ; 


He was an affectionate tender ſpirited Mini- 


ſier, one that Had Compaſſion on the Ignorant, 
and them that are out of the Way. His Heart 
was fill'd with Love to Souls. oho was there 
8 weak, and He was not weak £ Who was in 
Sorrow, and He not Afflicted? As his Affecti. 
on and Pity inclin'd him, ſo his Prudence in- 
ſtructed him to ſuit himſelf to All, according 


to their different States and Circumſtances. To 
the weak I became as weak, that I might gain 
the weak : F am made all things to all Men, that 
1 might by all Means ſave ſome, 1 Cor. ix. 22. 


He was in a ſpecial Manner very affectionately 


concern'd for the good of young People, and 


by ingratiating ninitelf with them, Ne became 


very be in his Admonitions and Coun- 


ſels to many. And 
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And now as to the Account of him for the 
little Time He was here in London, where to. 
gether with his Work He finiſid his Days; |] 
hall give it in the Words of his ingenious wor: 
thy Friend who conſtantly attended on his Mi. 
niſtry, and which he was pleas d to oblige me 
with in a Letter. 

* To eſſay the Character of the late Revd Mi. 
* Filliam Hocker, is a Task too great for my 
«* Attempt. He lies embalmd in my Memory, 
and will continue ſo till Viſion and Fruition 
His Miniſtry was with great plainneſs and ſudę. 
ment. The great things of Gop, the Poy- 
cr of Heart-Religion, and the faithful Diſplay 
of the Duties of both Tables were his con. 
* ſtant Themes. Polemical Divinity He ſtu— 
diouſly avoided; yet in a Manner (I think) 
peculiar to himſelf, He aſſerted the great 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity with great ſtrength of 
Reaſon, always inculcating the Neceſlity of 
their being ſo to our Salvation. 

* When He came firſt among us, He ſays, 
1 Cor. ii. 2. I determin d not to know any thing 
among you, ſave Feſus Chriſt, and him cruci. 
« fed; "from which He gave us 4 Sermons. T hc 
Doctrine was; That the knowledge of eus 
* Chriſt and him crucified is the moſt excellent 
* Subjett that Miniſters can preach, and Pe 

ple be acquainted with, From which He 
< ſhew'd at large, who, and what He was, that WW NM 
render d him moſt excellent. He paſſes on, in 4 th 
cSermons more, from Philip. iii. 8. Tea doubt. ¶ Hit 
* leſs, and ] count all things but loſs, for FE ö 
© Exce 


A 


A” @&a aA #@a 


. 


© ſus my Lord. Aſter He had ſet forth the Ex- 


"FF 


« Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Je- 


«cellency of Chriſt, the great Value and E- 


a ſteem all Believers had for Him, and the ab- 
| ſolute Neceſlity of obtaining Him; He gave 2 
|: Sermons from John vi. 37. Him that cometh 


© unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. His Doc- 


© trine was; That the Lord Jeſus is ſo far from 


| © refetting any, in whoſe Heart it 1s to come to 
| him ; that He «will willingly admit them, and 
| © joyfully receive and entertain them. He then 
| © preaches to 1 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in 
| © Chriſt Feſus, who of GoD is made unto us 
iſdom, and Righteouſneſs,and Santtification, 
and Redemption. Here was the Believers 
Charter which He open'd and cxplain'd at 
large, and proceeded to other Subjects. 

| © His miniſterial Work was his Delight. His 
Heart was always in it, chearfully embracing 
all offers, not excepting againſt Times or Di- 
ſtance. He never denied Repetition, if ask'd, 
in private Family. 


He was indefatigable in viſiting the Sick, and 


diſtreſſed in Body and Mind, and with equal 
{© readineſs to poor and rich; ſo that He became 
in a verylittle time greatlyhonour'd and eſteem- 
ed by his new Acquaintance, liv'd univerſally 
{© belov'd, and died greatly lamented. 


r 1 N 


May the Lord of the Harveſt, with whom 
is the Reſidue of the Spirit, ſend forth many ſuch 
Faithful Labourers into his Harveſt, 
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